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RAILWAY MOODS
THE WELSHPOOL 
& LLANFAIR RAILWAY
Mike Heath
Opened in 1903 the introduction of a light narrow-gauge railway connecting the town of Llanfair
Caereinion with the main Cambrian Railway’s network at Welshpool brought about a major
change for life in the surrounding countryside. Local industry and farming was transformed as a
result of this much quicker, and more economic, method of exporting produce and importing
necessary supplies. Passenger traffic was never particularly heavy and that service ceased in 1931.
Goods traffic struggled on benefiting from a mini revival during the Second World War, surviving
until competition from the improving road system brought about cessation of all services in 1956.

That would have been the end of the story but for a band of local people who had fallen in love
with the line and were determined to save it. Starting with very limited resources they set about
the restoration of the line and the superb events that were held to celebrate the railway’s cente-
nary in 2003 bear testament to the tremendous success that has been achieved.

For nearly ten years Mike Heath has been visiting the line and the beautifully landscaped mid-
Wales countryside through which it passes, attending many of the special events held there,
throughout all seasons, day and night. In his latest photographic journey he has sought to show
why this line, which is often missed by travellers heading for more well-known destinations, is
well worthy of a day out all to itself!

For over twenty-five years Mike Heath has enjoyed combining his hobbies of
photography and visiting preserved railways all over Britain. In that time he has
amassed a vast collection of stunning photographs covering all aspects of the
railways across all four seasons, day and night. For this, his fifth book in the
Halsgrove Railway Moods series and the first to have a narrow-gauge line as its
subject, Mike takes us to mid-Wales for a personal photographic journey on the
Welshpool & Llanfair Railway.
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Example of a double page spread.

Early evening images benefit from the last remnants of colour in the night sky.Man and machine in perfect harmony.

The Llanfair train at night.

23⁄4 miles into the journey is the first halt at Sylfaen.


